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labored from the end of the sixteenth century with
the purpose of augmenting its numbers. The Society
of Jesus directed the movement, and the greater num-
ber of the missionaries were Jesuits. The Jesuits had
to operate in two widely different fields, in pagan coun-
tries and in Protestant countries.

The great discoveries made by the Portuguese and
the Spaniards had just revealed a great pagan world
in America and in Asia. In America the missionaries,
protected by the Spanish government, converted almost
all the savages, and in Paraguay even organized them
into a social body. In the Indies, Saint Francis
Xavier founded on the Coromandel coast, near to the
Portuguese colonies, one hundred and forty Christ-
tian communities, and the college of the Jesuits at Goa,
which continued making converts. The other religious
orders had called to their side the parias, which had
for a result the contemptuous treatment of the Chris-
tian religion by the Hindus; the Jesuits, accustomed
to work especially among the upper classes of society,
turned to the Brahmins, and sought to convert them
by discussions in regard to belief. In China and in
Japan the missionaries succeeded in gaining the favor
of the sovereigns by introducing themselves as mathe-
maticians and physicians; they were allowed to settle
there and found communities of Chinese Christians.
The other religious orders, jealous of the Jesuits, suc-
ceeded in having the pope take away their missions
from them, of which they themselves took possession;
but they irritated the Chinese sovereigns, who began
to persecute their Christian subjects and ended by
exterminating them.